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Hello friends!
I hope you are all doing well. Summer is on its way out! Where did it go
to? Coming up I know it is Futurity time for many of you with your horses.
We wish you the best of luck! Thanks to all our Better Horses Radio
listeners and Better Horses TV viewers. We love all of you and appreciate
all you do!
In this issue you will get the feeling that we are really pushing this year’s
Dream Ride. This Oct. 29th through the 31st at the Clover Cliff Ranch, near
Strong City, KS, will be the place to be. It will prove to be a great time.
If you are interested in coming or have questions, give me a call at
785-418-6047. It will be a special time and we are hoping you can make it.
Check out page 4 for more information.
This past year has been a tough time for me and my family with the loss
of Matthew, our son. It is a pain I wouldn’t wish on anyone. We are excited
about the launching of www.Mattswish.net. Getting our message out with
information on Lewy Body Dementia in helping support research to find
a cure for his dad’s disease, was Matt’s Wish. Looking forward to seeing
you at this year’s Dream Ride. Keep your eyes focused on our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Happy Trails & God Bless!
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By Barbara Sue Sweetwood

Fifteen year old Alexis Stillson
from Columbia, Missouri, has been
awarded a $500 gift certificate from
Ernie Rodina with Better Horses
Media for “The Better Horses Good
Sportsmanship Award”. The certificate
is for The Dream Ride that will be held
at the Clover Cliff Ranch this fall in the
beautiful Flint Hills of Kansas.
Alexis is a student at the popular
Brenda Brenner Stables, Inc. of
Columbia, Missouri, where she
belongs to the Red Riders Youth
Group. The students there learn how
to become excellent equestrians
and because of Alexis’ dedication,
charitable contributions through
the horse show and her excelled
knowledge of horsemanship, she
will have the time of her life with her
mother at The Dream Ride this year.

State Fair Grounds May 22-23 2021.
The presenter will be Justina from Van
Leuven Communications.
Brenda Brenner opened her
business in 1988 and it is primarily
a saddlebred training stable with a
diverse riding program. She began
the youth group in 1992 and it is
part of the American Saddlebred
Horse Association. Brenda started
the horse shows seven years ago as
there was a need for the youths to
compete in showing their horses and
accomplishments. The shows began
as a small venue with 60 horses and

The certificate will be awarded to
Alexis during the “Here Comes The
Boom Charity Horse Event” close
held by Brenda Brenner Stables, Inc.
in Sedalia, Missouri, at the Missouri

Alexis Stillson and Justine Auck

Alexis Stillson

was a one day event which now has
blossomed into 100 horses and a
two-day competition. The horse show
supports local and national charities
such as St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital,
Central Missouri Humane Society,
Coyote Children’s Christian Home’s
riding program and Saddlebred’s
Rescue in Missouri. Brenda says
that she has enjoyed watching Alexis
blossom into a rider and young lady
who always tries hard and does her
best. Brenda also noted that Alexis is
always willing to give a helping hand
and is a thoughtful and delightful
student.

Alexis has been riding for seven
years and plays the french horn
and the piano. She sounds like a
multi-talented young lady and well
deserving of this honor. Best of luck
to Alexis and a special thank you to
Brenda Brenner Stables, Inc. who is
helping today’s youths understand
the responsibility and dedication of
becoming a great equestrian.
I cannot close without also giving
Ernie Rodina a big thumbs up for all
he does for the equestrian community,
you’re the best Ernie.

6

BETTER HORSES

Preparing for Colic

Dr. Kelsey Davis – Wilhite and Frees Equine Hospital
21215 S Peculiar Drive Peculiar, MO 64078
(816) 779-0100 www.wilhiteandfrees.com
Colic is a general term that means
abdominal pain. A lot of people think
of colic as being one singular ailment,
but it is a term that encompasses
many diagnoses. The source of the
pain can be anything from thoracic
pain caused by pneumonia, to a
gastrointestinal (GI) impaction, to
displacement of the intestinal tract,
and many abnormalities in between.
Colic can look very different
depending on the cause and the
horse. Some horses may just seem
quieter than normal while others may
kick and bite at their abdomen. Some
horses may be up and down, rolling
and go off feed and water. Some

causes of colic can make a horse
stop passing manure while others
induce diarrhea. In each situation, it’s
important to call a veterinarian early
on to have your horse assessed and
appropriately treated.
A veterinarian will ask for a
detailed history to help determine
the cause and appropriate treatment
for a horse’s colic. Your vet will do a
complete physical exam, evaluating
heart rate, gut sounds, temperature,
and mucous membranes. Your
veterinarian will often choose to give
pain medications and sedation at this
point. Further diagnostics can then
include passing a nasogastric tube to

determine the contents of a horse’s
stomach, to alleviate pain associated
with a stomach full of contents/fluid,
or to deposit fluids into the horse’s
stomach if so needed. Horses lack the
ability to vomit, so this is an important
step. Your vet may perform a rectal
palpation on your horse to feel for
things like an impaction in a part of
the GI tract or a displacement (among
other things). An ultrasound of the
abdomen can help assess movement
of different parts of the GI tract,
determine if certain components of
the GI tract are displaced, and see if
there is any free fluid in the abdominal
cavity. Should there be fluid present,
your vet may opt to get a sample of
the fluid for testing. Bloodwork may
also be performed to determine the
cause and severity of your horse’s
sickness.

Up to 90% of horses should
respond to treatment on the farm by
a veterinarian. For those that do not,
we have three routes to take. The
first is medical therapy. This involves
treating your horse in a hospital
setting (most often) to provide pain
relief, intravenous fluid therapy, and
intensive monitoring. Occasionally,
this is not enough, and a horse may
require surgery. It is important to have
a plan in place if your horse should
require surgery. Insurance can help
with the financial side of things, as
treating colic (especially surgical
colic) is quite pricey. If surgery is
not an option for you or your horse,
your veterinarian may recommend
euthanasia. If the colic is severe
enough, this may be the option that
best fits your scenario. It’s not an easy
decision to come to, but your vet can
help you navigate these decisions.
It is important to be prepared for
your horse becoming sick. If you
have a horse trailer, make sure it is
ready to haul at a moment’s notice.
If you do not own a truck or trailer,
make sure you have a way to rent or
borrow one in case of an emergency.
Many times, the quicker we can treat
a horse, the better the prognosis.
Purchasing insurance for your horse
can help provide financial relief in
moments when you are emotionally
drained from worrying about your
horse. Should you not choose to
insure your horse, you may consider
a separate savings account to use
for emergencies with your horses or
pets. Your vet will be glad to assist
you with questions you may have
about preparing for emergencies and
colic episodes with your horse. Do not
hesitate to ask so you can be better
prepared in case that day comes!
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Create a Rewarding Connection with Your Horse
By Al Dunning

How do we create a rewarding
connection with our horse? The
answer is true horsemanship, which
is the cultivated relationship between
horse and man. Much of this occurs
through a deliberate process we call
training – and by training I mean
guidance and preparation. (We
tend to think of this, by the way, as
something man does to the horse. But
if you are around horses long enough
to make some big mistakes, believe
me, you’ll be on the receiving end of
some good training by the horse!)

horses, a trial-and-error approach
was common. We would see if
something worked, and if it didn’t, we
would switch to something else. That
was largely the way one learned how
to train horses then. But today there
is no need to take that approach. One
reason is that horses are bred to be
genetically superior at performing
certain tasks. In addition, there are
many knowledgeable people who are
willing to help you and they can save
you from most of the trial-and-error
process.

If the horse-man relationship is to
be successful, training must occur.
Thus, if better horsemanship is the
goal, specific training techniques must
be adopted. It is the small things that
the real disciple of horses recognizes.
Horse training is not an exact science
for which there is a prescribed, stepby-step method. It is more about
developing “feel” toward the horse
and using it wisely.

But perhaps the most positive
change in the industry is that good
trainers today strive to reach the
horse through greater awareness and
greater understanding. This approach
has been called by many names and
is embraced to varying degrees by
the majority of trainers. They accept
this concept because it is a humane
and effective method.

Each day and along each step,
the horse poses a different set of
challenges that you must adapt to
with what is commonly called “horse
sense.” The uppermost level of
horsemanship relies on inspiration
rather than on a mechanical
approach. Training a horse to
perform superbly requires the ability
to feel your way through each step
in the process. With a step-by-step,
mechanical approach, you can train a
horse to do ordinary maneuvers such
as stop or turn, but to train a horse to
do something extraordinary, you must
get inside the horse’s head and begin
to think like the horse.
Years ago, when I began training

Both my daily work with horses and
the ideas I communicate are my own
adaptation of this concept. You don’t
have to fight with a horse. Obviously,
discipline will be necessary at times;
we are working with a large, powerful
animal that has a will of its own. But it
doesn’t have to come down to a battle
of wills. Because of the people I’ve
been fortunate enough to learn from
over the years, I can try any one of
the methods that they have already
proven effective.
Thus, instead of relying on trial-anderror, I can use methods that are tried
and true, and I can combine these
techniques with my own feel for what
is right for the horse. You can do this
also! My desire is that your years

of horsemanship will bring you the
rewards, the joy, and the exhilaration
mine have brought me.
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Stefanie Aziere-Sattler
My name is Stefanie, I’m a painter,
sculptor, wife, mother, grandmother,
and horse lover. It seems I was
born with brush in hand. I’ve been
doing some form of art since a child,
sculpting and drawing came first with
an artist grandmother for influence. As
an adult I attended the Kansas City
Art Institute and State Fair Community
College art program where I perfected
painting.
Growing up in eastern Oklahoma
horses were always the center of my
life. To no surprise my biggest passion
and where my artistic skills have taken
me to is painting and sculpting horses.
I can look into the eyes of a horse and
swear they are reaching right into my
soul trying to tell me something.
The strength and grace of horses
leaves me in awe of these beautiful
animals and I admire these qualities in
my own horses each day on my ranch
in Florence, MO. They inspire me daily
and teach me to let go and run free
every chance I get.
My love and passion are horses
however my husbands is all about the
thrill of speed so he convinced me to
explore other subjects to paint. I’m so
happy that he did because I’ve had
so much fun painting motorcycles and

classic cars
and have had
the opportunity
to meet some
amazing
people in
the car and
motorcycle
world. Rather
it be horse power from an animal,
motorcycle or car, I’ve met some of
the coolest people like Jessie James
and Garth Brooks to name a few.
Looking forward to sharing my
dream with you.
Stef
Stefanie Aziere-Sattler.
5618 Hawk Lane
Florence, MO 65329
660-221-7792
http://www.stefanieaziere-sattler.com
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Inspired Training
By Al Dunning

Inspire (in*spire):
To make someone feel that he or
she wants to do something and can
do it.
Much of horse training relies on
what I call “feel”, which is one of the
most overused and misunderstood
words in our business. It relates to
feeling what the horse is doing and
thinking. After you’ve had a good
deal of experience, you will no longer
need to be watching a horse’s eye to
know how he feels; you will be able
to sense what is happening with the
horse’s body and mind while on his
back. You’ll know what his next move
might be, and you’ll know when you’re
asking for too much and when you
might be able to ask for more.

This is what a successful trainer
does, and there is no shortcut to
reaching this level. It requires time,
experience, and a clear dedication to
learning how to listen to what a horse
is trying to tell you. Learning this skill
requires a great deal of thought and
concentration.
Some of the sensitivity comes from
having “horse” in you naturally, and
a lot can be learned from having
someone who is very experienced
observe you and help you. I grew up
with experienced horsemen watching
me, criticizing me, and mentoring me.
I once read, “If you want to be great,
ride with greatness.” If I want to be
as good as the cowboys I look up to,
should I ride with the guy down the

street who doesn’t know much? No!
I should sacrifice whatever I can and
ride with the people I look up to. If I
want to be as good as they are, I’d
better find out what they do.
Most exceptional horsemen and
horsewomen started out as protégés
of a great trainer, often doing tough
jobs around the ranch. Those who
refuse to start at the bottom doing the
dirty work won’t make it in the horse
business. You have to build your
house one brick at a time. That goes
for your career as well as for each
horse you train.
Knowing you and your horse’s limits
ensures steady accomplishment.
To be a really good trainer, you
must be able to adapt to changing
circumstances. You may watch a
horse being born and develop great
expectations for it along the way. You
may have its whole life planned and
finally begin training – only to find out
that he doesn’t want to do what you
want to do. Perhaps he isn’t as athletic
or he’s too docile. Maybe he doesn’t
learn quickly and that doesn’t fit with
your program. The point is you can’t
always have it your way. Sometimes
you have to train a horse at his own
pace, and you must learn to adjust to
that.
Even with the best horses, training
can’t be accomplished through a
calculated method, because horses
cannot be stereotyped. Each one is
different, and some are different day
to day as well. You can cause great
harm by not recognizing this during
training. One example is disciplining
a horse when he’s not ready to
understand why you’re doing it. A poor

trainer will say, “This is what I always
do when a horse behaves this way.”
He may have little or no feel for the
individual horse and could upset the
progress of one that doesn’t fit into
his paradigm of how a horse should
learn or what it should be doing in a
particular timeframe.
A better way to train is simply give
direction and provide a reward when
that command is followed. The reward
doesn’t have to be a cube of sugar it can be as simple as releasing the
reins or letting the horse stop and
stand for a minute. If he has done
particularly well, the reward may be
that you get off, uncinch the saddle,
and lead him back to the barn – right
from the spot where he did so well.
This may reap better results than
following through with a prearranged
plan.
Understand that horses can be
inspired by other horses. I believe
they emulate one another, and this
can be for the good as well as the
bad. I have the habit of putting my
“next champion” in a stall next to the
best horse in my barn. I have a strong
sense that the good habits of the one
tends to rub off on the other.
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Cowboy Church with Steve Stafford
working for the Lord, not for men,
since you know that you will receive
an inheritance from the Lord as a
reward. It is the Lord Jesus you are
serving.

Labor Day - what is that?

Well here we are, summer is
coming to an end. Seems like I just
put my Christmas decorations from
last year away, and now! Miss Debbie
and I walked into a local department
store the other day and what did we
see? They were already putting Fall
and Christmas decorations out for
sale. It was 99 degrees outside! It
was August! Well it did make me feel
a little cooler, and have a little better
attitude about the heat. As it won’t be
long until we’re complaining about the
cold!
I think it’s really good that we
have a holiday for - well - those
who labor. Labor Day is always the
first Monday in September. It was
created by the labor movement and is
dedicated to the social and economic
achievements of the American
workers. So this is a yearly national
tribute to the contributions workers
have made to the strength, prosperity,
and well-being of our country.
We celebrate this day all across our
great country with parades, picnics,
barbecues, and family gatherings.
Most people get this day off from
work, but I would guess in this day
and age, there are more working on
Labor Day than not.
The Bible talks about working, listen
to what the Word of God has to say;
Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you
do, work at it with all your heart, as

So there it is, if
we could just focus
on the fact that our
“Labor” is of God,
and for God, no
matter where and
what it is we are
doing. I have to
wonder if our “quality
“ of work would look
any different? Would
we give our best
while at work, would
we grumble less and
appreciate the job
more? Would we
just be grateful that
we even have a job?
Now I am a pastor, I
love my work. I don’t
call it a job, because
like you, I probably
wouldn’t like it if it
were a job. So many
people dread Sunday
night because they
“have” to go back
to work on Monday
morning. I can’t sleep
on Saturday night
because I can’t wait
to get to Church on
Sunday morning.
So it’s our prayer
here at Better Horses
that you don’t have to
work on Labor Day.
That you can take
the day and relax,
enjoy the family, eat

a whole lot more than you need to,
and get some well-deserved rest. But
for those of us that still have to work
on that day, it is our prayer that you
enjoy your work, love your work, and
work at it as if working for the Lord.
Hey this is Steve Stafford, I am
the pastor at Risen Ranch Cowboy

Church, and a very proud member of
the Better Horses Family.
Risen Ranch Cowboy Church
Carthage Mo
417-850-5031
www.risenranchcowboychurch.com
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The Morning Ride
Barbara Sue Sweetwood 4/19/2021

Me and old Joe went out for a ride
the sun was shining it was warm outside.
We headed for the timber way back in the wood
the sun on our backs, well it felt mighty good.
Then suddenly what in the world should appear
but a huge old grizzly rearing up, standing near.
The horses got spooked and we both hit the ground
and our horses took off, nowhere to be found.
So there we sat dazed and covered with dust
as that old grizzly bear towered over us.
I looked at old Joe and I heard him say
“Let’s head for that tree and make our getaway.”
We got to our feet on a dead run we sped
praying neither of us would help that grizzly get fed.
Now I was no runner and neither was Joe
but from somewhere that day we found our get up and go.
That old grizzly chased us to the top of that tree
just a growlin’ and snortin’ at poor Joe and me.
We stayed in that tree for most of the day
but that darn old grizzly would not go away.
Day turned to night and the air got a chill
but that bear would not leave and we’re sitting here still.
I’m writing this story from the top of that tree
with my old friend Joe that grizzly and me.

Blueberry-Lemon Muffins

1 3/4 cups flour
1/2 cup sugar
2 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
3/4 teaspoons salt
2 teaspoons grated lemon peel
1 egg, beaten
3/4 cup milk
1/3 cup cooking oil
1 cup blueberries
2 Tablespoons melted butter
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Grease or use paper liners in
twelve 2 1/2 inch muffin cups.
In a medium bowl, stir together
the flour, 1/4 cup of sugar, baking
powder and salt. Stir in the grated
lemon peel.

In a large bowl, beat the egg with
the milk and oil. Add flour mixture
to egg mixture, stirring just to
combine the ingredients. Be careful
not to beat the batter too much; it
should still have a few lumps.
Toss the blueberries with 3
Tablespoons of sugar. Fold the
blueberries into the batter. Spoon
the batter into the prepared cups,
filling them only 2/3 full.
Bake the muffins for 20-25 minutes
until the toothpick inserted into
the center comes out clean. While
muffins are warm, dip tops into
melted butter, then remaining
sugar.
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Fear into FUN with Extreme Wylene
In all of my travels spanning from
coast to coast, I see a very similar
common denominator affecting the
horse community.
What is that you might ask
yourself? That Big stinky F word,
that rascal of ugly word … FEAR!
You know, crying on the inside while
begging to dismount and hang
your hat and give up. I witness it
everywhere I go.
In fact, fear has been negatively
influencing riders and horses across
the country and across the globe.
And let’s be honest, we all at some
point in our horsemanship journey
have felt that feeling. This is normal.
Simply put, we don’t want to fall or
be severely injured. We sure don’t
bounce back from bad accidents like
we used to when we were young
fearless children.
After 35+ years of experience and
practice, I recognize what is truly fear,
and what is not. And I wish to share
the knowledge and experience with
those who are willing to expand their
art form known as horsemanship.
As clinicians, horse trainers,
horse whisperers, gurus, experts,
and keyboard warriors show up on
the scene, a variety of thoughts
and opinions are brought to the
table. It’s overwhelming to sift
through the multitude of fiercely
opinionated strategies or theories
about horsemanship. However, a
missing component that is rarely
discussed is how to stay safe when
things “Get Western,” and what to
do when something goes wrong.
How do we safely prepare ourselves

and our horses for an unforeseen
circumstance or situation? And that,
ladies and gentlemen is where I
like to offer up a different approach.
Imagine a life with horses where you
did have confidence and the know
how to handle yourself and your
mount.
I want to bring back the fun into
the lives of horse owners. There
are so many ways to bring back
fearlessness through confidence.
So, you might be asking yourself
“How do we take our fear and turn it
into fun? “
I have a simple answer, which is
to teach you how to play with your
horse as you develop and elevate
your horsemanship skills. Rein
management and body control are
two things that generally hinder us in
the progression of our skill level.
Timing, tools, and technique are
three areas I like to focus on during
a clinic setting to encourage riders
to take the necessary steps to build
confidence. As the rider, you must
take responsibility to educate and
execute specific maneuvers to be
productive and proactive. Being
prepared is the biggest key. The
horse will only be as good as the rider
or handler. So, we have some work
to do. You might be asking yourself
“What is this special little technique
you have Wylene?”
The Basic Handle is unique
way, and my go-to style to prepare
horses and riders to handle bad
situations quickly and efficiently
with confidence. Essentially this

is a one rein stop,
however it has a little
twist involved. This
requires a pre-cue
and exaggeration of
weight shifting to the
horse that signifies
that there is a change
coming. This allows
the horse to prepare
their whole body from
their brain to their feet to adapt to the
surrounding environment and rider
position. It’s a way to communicate
through your body, not your voice.
The power always lies in the
horse’s feet. If you don’t have control
of the feet, you don’t have control of
the horse’s mind. The goal should be
to capture their feet without pulling
on their face. It also allows the horse
to feel your body out of position and
not to panic. Yes, I realize it might
sound unorthodox or unheard of.
In my experience, this technique
has proven itself to help out not
only riders, but horses every time,
regardless of age, discipline, breed,
size, etc. As long as you practice, the
horse will learn it and so will the rider
confidently!
Since we are not able to control
outside influences, we must be
responsible for our body, and how
we communicate to our horse. So
when faced with a spooky situation
our horse may get through any tough
circumstance that arises.
So let me ask you a simple
question, are you confused,
frustrated, or fearful? Does insecurity
hold a prominent position in your
life? Do you wish you could take your

horsemanship and lifemanship to the
next level? I use word “lifemanship,”
because the way you handle your
horse is a reflection of how you live
your life.
If this peaks your interest, I would
love to help you discover the better
version of yourself. Let’s bring a
smile back to your face, when you’re
in the saddle. The magic happens
outside of your comfort zone, and my
specialty is putting you in that sweet
spot safely.
So saddle up your pony, slap a
smile on your face and join me! I
look forward to turning your worry
into work. Let’s ride together at a
clinic near you. Check out www.
extremewylene.com to learn more
about the clinics, and see our
upcoming schedule.
Happy trails,
Extreme Wylene
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Covered Cross Stables & Arena Being Developed For Every
Area Of Horse Interests Through Flint Hills Cowboy Church
By Frank J. Buchman

“The ‘cowboy way’ is ‘God’s way’ for
the Flint Hills Cowboy Church.”
One of the most elaborate horse
facilities in northeast Kansas is under
new proprietorship serving horse
enthusiasts throughout the Midwest.
“Through God’s Plan for us,
we have acquired the Hye Pointe
Equestrian Centre east of Manhattan,”
said Chuck Asbury,
As founder and pastor of the Flint
Hills Cowboy Church, Asbury looks
to further develop the already welldesigned horse complex. “We have
many plans in the works, but our main
objective is growth of the Flint Hills
Cowboy Church,” Asbury said. “God
put this facility in our hands to spread
His Word increasing faith among more
people.”
Growing up at Wamego with
inborn fondness for horses and the
Western way of life, Asbury worked

As founder and pastor of the
Flint Hills Cowboy Church,
Chuck Asbury and his family
have acquired the Hye Pointe
Equestrian Centre east of
Manhattan. Renamed Covered
Cross Stables & Arena, the already
well-designed horse complex is
being developed to serve all horse
interests throughout the Midwest.

as a trucker. “I had a major accident
but due to God’s will I did survive,”
he remembered. “That was my first
real experience getting to know our
Lord. But I didn’t listen. I continued to
pursue that way of life.”
After changing professions and
becoming a cowherd manager for
Dave Dreiling, Asbury said, “I saw
the light. I knew I must follow Christ’s
plans for me and my family.”
He formed the Flint Hills Cowboy
Church. “It started out small, meeting
in a couple different Manhattan
locations,” Asbury said. “The church
is still small, some people might
think, about 50 members. But we are
bringing the Lord to more all of the
time.”
An opportunity to headquarter the
Flint Hills Cowboy Church at Prairie
Downs near St. George enhanced
following. “Albert De La Garza, an

Covered Cross Stables & Arena, east of Manhattan, serves as home of the Flint Hills Cowboy Church.

area horseman, was instrumental
in helping us locate at that facility,”
Asbury credited. “It has been great
with increased church attendance
along with a number of horse events,
several coordinated specifically for
youth.”
All of Asbury’s family has been
involved in Flint Hills Cowboy Church
leadership and organization of horse
activities. “My wife Jocelin didn’t have
any horse background, but has a
strong faith and belief. She has been
a major asset in everything,” Asbury
acknowledged. “Our children are
believers and are now developing
outstanding horsemanship skills.”
Children include Wyatt, 16; Ava,
14; Trace, 11; and Morgan, nine.
“They love to ride and are very
competitive in horse show and rodeo
competitions,” Dad praised.
During all of this busy advancing
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Regular weekly services are conducted at the Flint Hills Cowboy
Church which is now at its large horse complex near Manhattan.
transition, Asbury has helped develop
Dreiling’s Booth Creek Wagyu north
of Manhattan.
“Wagyu cattle are a unique breed
originally from Japan,” Asbury
explained. “The Wagyu meat is very
rich, tender and tasty. I’ve helped
acquire 420 Wagyu cows for the
ranch which intends to specialize in
merchandising Wagyu meat.”
As proficient as he is in cowherd
management enjoying life of a real
cowboy, Asbury was given different
opportunities. “We have been
busy managing the cow operation,
organizing Prairie Downs events and
growing the Flint Hills Church,” he
admitted. “Then out of the blue, the
Hye Point Equestrian Centre came on
the market for sale.
“It seemed like an out-of-reach
endeavor to acquire such a facility,”
Asbury continued. “Yet all of us in our
family and church members decided
it just might be God’s Plan for us all.”
Approaching a lender about
acquisition of the horse facilities,

Asbury received a positive response.
“Our banker bought into what we
proposed for developing the layout
through the Flint Hills Cowboy
Church,” Asbury said.
Now the Asbury family with
the blessing of Flint Hills Church
members has taken over
management of the operations. “It
is now Covered Cross Stables and
Arena home of the Flint Hills Cowboy
Church,” Asbury said. “Our family
is moving into the nice home right
there.”
Located on 94 acres, the horse
facilities, designed for English riders,
include a 90-feet-by-180-feet indoor
arena. “It has excellent rubberized
footing so horses can perform at their
best all of the time,” Asbury noted.
Twenty-seven individual horse
stalls surround the indoor arena.
“Then we also have three outdoor
arenas,” Asbury said. “One is a Grand
Prix-style arena which we intend to
further develop for all types of horse
events including rodeos.
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Indoor stalls for 27 horses are featured with an indoor arena as well as
outdoor arenas at the 94-acres Covered Cross Stables & Arena near
Manhattan.
“We will probably turn one of the
outdoor arenas into more parking for
when we have large events,” Asbury
added.
Stalls are available for rent to horse
owners. “We will offer full time care of
the horses stabled here,” Asbury said.
“Yet, owners are welcome to look
after their own horses as well. They’ll
have great facilities to ride, train and
work their horses, too”
While designed in 2008 specifically
for English riders, the facilities will
now be used by both Western and
English horse owners. “We are all
horse enthusiasts, so there will be
activities planned for everybody,”
Asbury assured.
“We will have all types of English
events as well as cowboy rodeos,
horse shows and jackpots,” he
reiterated. “Youth are essential to
the future of horses, so I plan to
conduct youth horsemanship clinics
personally. A number of events will
cater to the young people.”

Still most important to Asbury is
spreading faith in God. “We have
regular Flint Hills Cowboy Church
Sunday services at 10 o’clock,” he
said. “We are a nondenominational
church. Here to reach the lost and
provide a home for the ones looking
for an informal down-to-earth,
come-as-you-are church. Here to
teach everyone about God,” Asbury
declared.
Wednesday evening Bible studies
with potluck supper are planned in
the near future.
“We really don’t know exactly
where God is going to lead us,”
Asbury admitted. “With our faith,
God has entrusted us to bring more
people to Him.
“Make plans to visit Covered
Cross Stables & Arena, attend Flint
Hills Cowboy Church, and enjoy life
according to God’s Plan.”
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Feeding Horses During Disasters
Standlee Blogpost September 2, 2020
Horses are routine animals and
there are known rules we all abide by
when feeding our horses, and one of
those is to avoid making rapid feeding
changes as this can upset the hindgut
microbiome and cause diarrhea
and gastric upset. Unfortunately,
there are sometimes circumstances
beyond our control, such as natural
disasters. Flood, wildfires, hurricanes
and tornadoes are common natural
disasters that occur throughout the
United States. These events can
require sudden evacuation and, in
turn, rapid changes in the horse’s diet.
When it comes to your horse’s
nutrition, here are a few suggestions:
• Clean water is critical. Horses
can go without feed for several
days but will not survive long
without water. Fill as many water
troughs with water as you can and
fill trash cans with plastics liners.
You should store at least 15 to 20
gallons of water per horse for each
day.
• Where possible, store three to

seven days’ worth of feed and hay
in a dry location. In the event of
unforeseeable natural disasters
like fires, it may be necessary to
move rapidly and there will be no
time to pack up feed and hay. In
these circumstances, the most
important thing to try and maintain
in the horse’s diet is enough fiber.
If your horse gets evacuated to a
facility that has a similar hay, try
feeding that before different grains.
• If long stem hay is not available,
other alternatives including forage
pellets, cubes or even complete
feeds can be utilized. Complete
feeds are those with high fiber
contents that are designed to be
fed as the sole ration to the horse;
hay and/or pasture does not need
to be supplied in order to meet the
horse’s fiber requirements.
• Recent research has also
shown that probiotic supplements
containing saccharomyces
cerevisiae can help mitigate the
negative effects of rapid feeding

changes. If possible, adding this to
the diet may help horses overcome
some of these dietary stressors,
while trying to get to safety and
the time being before returning to
normal living.*
Pro Tip: If you end up relocating
away from your home, escaping a
current disaster, use Standlee’s Find a
Store Tool to help you find the nearest
farm and ranch retail store to get your
animals the consistent, high-quality
forage they need.
Pro Tip: All farms should have a
written disaster plan to increase the
safety and survival of all animals
and their caretakers. A good map for
creating that plan can be found here:
https://aaep.org/horsehealth/disasterplanning-horse-farms.
It may be necessary to limit the
horse’s intake if feed and hay is
scarce due to damage during the
disaster. This may result in weight
loss but that can easily be corrected
once safety has been attained and the

disaster has passed. It is important,
however, to try and maintain fiber
in the diet; without this, our horses
will suffer from gastrointestinal
complications long after the disaster
has passed.
If you have questions, please
contact the nutritionists at Standlee
Premium Western Forage, or consult
with your veterinarian.

Scientific Reference:
*Chagoyán, J.C.V. & Franco,
J.G.E. & Winder, L.R.G. &
Pliego, A.B.. (2013). Uses of
Saccharomyces cerevisiae as
feed additive in horse feeding.
Nutritional Strategies of Animal
Feed Additives. 97-104.
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The Good Ones are Hard to Find
By Merle Arbo

Here are some tips I’ve learned on
how to find and keep a good farrier:
1. References I found a
fellow horseman, Murray, who I
respected and asked him for a
reference. Networking with other
horse people is a great way to
find a good farrier. Hearing from
current clients is one of the best
ways to determine if the farrier
might fit in your situation.

I saw my good friend and mentor,
Murray Griggs, at a horse show
many years ago and I told him what
I was seeking. “I want a good one
this time,” I told him. “I don’t want a
prospect or one that I have to train.”
Murray said he knew a guy and gave
me his phone number to call. I gave
the number a call and a week later,
that guy showed up at my barn. I
know now, I found a “good one” but I
wasn’t in search of a horse this time; I
had found my farrier, Bernal Jenkins.
(I think we were both intrigued to find
someone with names as unique as
our own!) With few exceptions for
almost 20 years, he’s driven six hours
roundtrip every other Thursday to
shoe horses at my barn.
Farriers can be found quite readily
but good farriers are hard to find and
harder to keep. Twenty years is an
eternity to the horse world for a trainer
to keep the same farrier and likewise,
for the farrier to keep the same trainer
as a client.

The biggest complaint not just
about farriers, but any service
oriented field, is they aren’t
reliable or timely. To some with a
flexible schedule, maybe that isn’t
as important but having horses
for clients that I take to shows,
it’s important to keep them on a
routine schedule. Find out by
asking others if their farrier is
reliable and timely in keeping
appointments.
2. Realistic expectations Good
farriers aren’t magicians. While
they can enhance your horse’s
movement, performance or
conformation, farriers can’t make
your horse into a world show
caliber horse if it is merely a local
level show horse.
In my opinion, a good farrier, at
best, can only positively affect
the movement, performance or
conformation, about 10 percent.
On the flip side, a poor farrier
can negatively affect a horse
100 percent, meaning that an
abscess, hot nail, poor angles,
losing shoes, etc. can keep a
horse from their training and
showing schedule. If the problem

requires veterinary attention, that
expense indirectly adds to the
cost of the shoeing.
3. Compensation Time and time
again, “you get what you pay for”
seems to ring true regardless of
the situation. In my area, there
are several Amish farriers that will
shoe cheaply and that level of a
job might work if you don’t ride
often. However, I’ve had clients
who used the cheaper farriers
and lost months out of the training
and showing schedule due to a
poor shoeing job. Remember,
you are not only paying for the
farrier’s services but also their
knowledge!
4. Communication For any
relationship to work long term,
all parties must be honest and
open with each other and the
same applies to farriers and their
clients. If my farrier is hurt or
can’t make a certain day work,
he lets me know as soon as
possible so we can reschedule.
I try to keep him informed of my
show schedule so he can get the
horses done the week before we
go to the show.
Also, if he’s having a problem
shoeing a horse and needs my
help holding it or needs the horse
to be tranquilized, so he can do
his best job, he lets me know. I
don’t know if you’ve ever tried to
put even one shoe on a horse,
but it’s a lot harder than it looks,
especially when the target is
moving!
5. Trust If I’m trying to improve a
horse’s movement, performance

or conformation, I’ll tell my farrier
the problem I’m running into
and he will make adjustments to
improve the horse. I don’t tell
him, “This horse needs to have
higher angles.” He is the expert
and I let him do his job. If we try
something and it doesn’t work,
I tell him and we try something
else. It is a partnership and we
both want to see improvement in
the horse.
6. Forgiveness From time to time
we both will mess up. Maybe
I forgot to tell him I would be
gone or I forget to put bell boots
on the horse he told me to and
that horse tears off a front shoe.
Maybe he got one a little too short
and that horse is a bit sore at the
horse show.
Don’t beat up a good farrier for
a mistake if 98 percent of the time,
everything is great. If you all work
together long enough, there will be
some bobbles but 98 percent is still
an A+, my English teacher mother
would tell me.
I have been very fortunate to find
a great farrier and have kept him for
all these years! I hope these few tips
I’ve learned over the years can help
you find and keep a good farrier too!
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Matt’s Wish
Matt’s father, Ernie, was
diagnosed with Lewy Body
Dementia in April of 2019. After
witnessing his father’s battle with
this devastating disease, Matt
wishes to help the 1.4 million
individuals and their families fight
Lewy Body Dementia. It was his
dream to help find a cure for LBD
through research, outreach, and
education.
While Matt is not with us today,
his parents have dedicated their
lives to help him make his wish
come true.
We hope you will help make
Matt’s Wish a reality for him by
donating here and supporting their

cause.
Donating is the most efficient
way to support our fundraising
efforts. Your donation is 100%
deductible and you will receive a
receipt for the same. If you would
like to make your donation directly
to LBDA.org, please feel free to
do so and indicate “Matt’s Wish
Campaign” on your check or in the
notes.
“Let’s make his dream a reality.
Nothing could make me, Connie,
and our family happier.”
Many thanks for your support.
Ernie & Connie Rodina & Family

To Make a donation
go to
mattswish.net
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Hearty Grub with
Mark Burkdoll

Stuffed Grilled Pork Loin

Whole pork loin (remove most of the silver skin
and any excess fat and fillet the loin to a flat
piece about 1 inch thick and pound it out to
about 3/4 inch thick)
For the stuffing:
Chop and sauté about 8 oz baby portabella
mushrooms until tender
2 Tbs chopped fresh basil
2 Tbs chopped fresh parsley
1 Tbs chopped fresh rosemary
3 tips chopped fresh sage
3 Tbs vegetable oil
Lots salt and pepper
Blend all the stuffing in a food processor with the
oil to a course paste.
Season the inside of the loin, then smear the
stuffing all over the inside of the loin
and roll it up as tight as you can then tie it up
tight with butcher twine.
Coat the outside of the loin with some oil and
season well and place on a medium hot grill.
You will have to turn it several times during
cooking. Cook to about 160 degrees internal
temp.
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Nutritious Quality Forage Defends Horses
from Digestive Issues
Standlee

The horse has evolved as a grazing
animal and forage continues to play a
pivotal role in equine health. Horses
are non-ruminant herbivores, also
known as “hindgut fermenters”. Their
digestive tract is made up of a simple
stomach, small intestine and large
intestine. The natural feeding habit
of the horse is to eat small amounts
of roughages, often. Domestication
brought a change to this. Modern
horse management practices
incorporate stabling, increased grainbased concentrate consumption, meal
feeding and limited pasture access.
These changes led to a myriad of
problems by undermining the horses’
digestive capabilities.
To ensure optimal health, horses
must be given access to a high-quality
fiber-based diet. Grain concentrates
and supplements should only be fed
to compliment the forage offered. If
high-quality forage is fed, most horses
only require a low intake of a vitamin
and mineral pellet (ration balancer
pellet). As horses increase their
workload or physiological demands,
e.g., pregnancy or lactation, additional
concentrate may be required.
Standlee Premium Western Forage®
Timothy provides consistent nutrition
to maintain optimal gastrointestinal
function and support digestive health.
In third-party testing, Standlee
Premium Timothy Grass had higher
nutrient content compared to a locally
sourced grass hay (Perron, et al.,
2019). Feeding Standlee Premium
Western Forage products (bagged
forage or bales) will boost the quality,
consistency and nutrient profile of

marginal quality forage. This will help
satisfy horses’ nutrient requirements
and decrease the amount of grain
needed.
Horses require an absolute
minimum of 1% of their body weight
in dry forage per day; for a 1000lb
horse, this equates to 10lb per day.
A safer guideline is to provide horses
with a minimum of 1.5 to 2% of their
body weight in dry forage per day (this
equates to 15 to 20lbs of dry forage
per day for a 1000lb horse). Some
classes of horses cannot tolerate
diets high in sugars and starches,
for example, senior horses. Standlee
Alfalfa or Teff Grass is an excellent
choice for senior horses who may
require diets lower in sugars and
starches. Standlee provides premium,
high-quality forage, in several
varieties, to satisfy the nutritional
needs of all classes of horses.
Standlee Forage is grown in the
Western United States and is without
equal, in quality and nutrient profiles.
Research shows Standlee Alfalfa
and Timothy Grass provided a more
consistent and appropriate profile of
key nutrients than comparable locally
sourced hays (Perron, et al., 2019;
Stewart, et al., 2017).
There are several options available
when adding high-quality western
forages to your horse’s feed
program. Bagged pellets, cubes or
chopped forage products are easy to
incorporate into your existing feeding
program to improve the nutritional
value of lesser quality hay. For
instance, if you are currently feeding

1.5 to 2% of your horse’s body weight
in lesser quality hay, improve the
quality by replacing a portion of the
hay ration with Standlee Forage
pellets or cubes (be sure to replace
on a pound for pound basis). Benefits
to bagged forage products include
guaranteed consistency in quality
and nutritional profile, less waste and
easier storage and handling than
larger bales. Standlee also provides
consistent, high-quality compressed
bales for those preferring longstemmed forage.
Visit standleeforage.com to learn
more. If you have questions, please
contact the nutritionists at Standlee
Premium Western Forage, or consult
with your veterinarian.

Scientific References:
• Perron, B.S. & Jacobs, Robert
& Jerina, M.L. & Gordon, M.E. &
Duren, S.. (2019). Comparative
assessment of intake and
consumer preference of Standlee
Premium Western Forage Alfalfa
hay versus a locally sourced
alfalfa hay using objective
attributes. Journal of Equine
Veterinary Science. 76. 96-97.
10.1016/j.jevs.2019.03.136.
• Perron, B.S. & Jacobs, Robert
& Splan, Rebecca & Jerina,
M.L. & Gordon, M.E. & Duren,
S.. (2019). Glucose and insulin
response to feeding Standlee
Premium Western Forage Alfalfa
hay versus a locally sourced
alfalfa hay. Journal of Equine
Veterinary Science. 76. 89.
10.1016/j.jevs.2019.03.119.

• Stewart, R.L. & Jacobs,
Robert & Jerina, M.L. & Duren,
S. & Gordon, M.E.. (2017). A
comparative assessment of
Standlee Premium Western
Forage Timothy Hay versus
“standard” locally sourced hay
based on consumer perspective.
Journal of Equine Veterinary
Science. 52. 98. 10.1016/j.
jevs.2017.03.146.
• Stewart, R.L. & Jacobs,
Robert & Jerina, M.L. & Duren,
S. & Gordon, M.E.. (2017). A
comparative assessment of
Standlee Premium Western
Forage Timothy Hay versus locally
sourced grass hay using nutrient
composition, glucose and insulin
response, and palatability. Journal
of Equine Veterinary Science. 52.
77. 10.1016/j.jevs.2017.03.097.
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Would you like to advertise with Better Horses?
CONTACT:

Connie Rodina
785-418-2615
csrodina5@gmail.com

Ernie Rodina

785-418-6047
ernie@betterhorsesradio.com

Dawn Dawson

785-456-4495
dawn@betterhorsesradio.com

“Just For Grins” artist Don Dane

Ed Adams

816-830-1998
eadams2@outlook.com

Leigh Ann Matthews
918-869-8873
info@heartlandhorse.com

Youth Rodeo Champions
All-around winners at the youth rodeo sponsored by the Morris
County Youth Rodeo Association in Council Grove posed with awards
at conclusion of Saturday evening’s competition. They are Lakoddah
Downes, Council Grove, and Macey Bolen, Council Grove, senior
champions; Kaycee Brown, Dwight, and Drew Ritchie, Olpe, intermediate
champions; and Joseph De La Garza, Randolph, and Lakyn Parker, White
City, junior champions. (Amy Allen photo)
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Dedicated Determination For Horses To Do
Their Best Takes Trainer To Show Accolades
By Frank J. Buchman

“There never was a day I didn’t want
a horse, and to be a cowboy. I guess
it’s a sickness, an uncontrollable
disease.”
Matt Lange remembers growing up
at Council Grove without a horse, but
an unending desire to ride horses.
Today, the Alta Vista horse trainer is
recognized throughout the country as
truly one of the very “best horsemen.”
Proof comes with accomplishments
at the recent American Buckskin
Registry Association (ABRA) World
Show in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Horses
trained and shown by Lange and their
owners collected armfuls of award
tokens.
“It’s sure fun to be in the spotlight,”
Lange admitted. “But people don’t
realize the quality of horses, time,
patience and training required to get
there.”
Traveling 30,000 miles to Midwest
shows annually, Lange trained horses
win devoted American Quarter Horse
Association (AQHA) titles as well.
“These are real working horses,”
Lange emphasized. “Some people
just want show horses. The horses
I show know how to making a living
working in the Flint Hills.
“These are diversified all-around
cattle and ranch horses that are also
successful in the show pen. This is
the objective of my horse training, and
always will be,” Lange declared.
“Determination, dedication, learning
from ‘the best’ and working for faithful
owners of outstanding horses”
are Lange’s philosophy for vast
achievements.
From a meager start, Lange didn’t
even have a horse until he was 15
years old. “While my parents weren’t

Checking and gathering cattle in
the Flint Hills help make horses
have more all-around ability in the
show pen, according to trainer
Matt Lange, Alta Vista. He’s on
Roosters Special CD, a state and
national winner in versatility ranch
horse work, while son Hudson is
on Bulls Eye Boon.
all that excited, I finally got a horse,”
Lange said. “Against all odds, that
horse called Cody turned out to be
just right for me.”
The eight-year-old grade sorrel
gelding with a blaze had been
a stallion until he was five years
old. “Cody had only been ridden a
few times when I got him,” Lange
remembered. “I rode him hard,
especially in the pasture, and Cody
turned out to be a good horse.”
When world renowned local trainer
Dean Smith needed barn help, Lange
jumped at the opportunity. “I was still
in high school and wanted everything
I could do to be around horses,”
Lange said. “Cleaning stalls isn’t the
best job, but working around horses
was exactly what I wanted. Everything
today must be credited to the initial
opportunity working for Dean Smith.”

When the daily scooping, brushing,
feeding stable work was done, Lange
didn’t leave Dean Smith Training
Stables. “I always hung around,
watched Dean ride horses, asked
questions, wondered this and that. I
was a pest I guess,” Lange said.
The senior world acclaimed
horseman could see Lange’s heartfelt
interest in horses and everything
about them.
“Dean was a top horseman who
could train horses, more a trainer than
into breaking colts to ride,” Lange
said. “Dean gave me the opportunity
to start riding young horses that he
could train to be champions. Dean
was very always very patient with
me.”
Working for Smith nearly a dozen
years, Lange watched, listened and
learned. “I never showed horses for
Dean, that was his deal. But I started
riding the horses that Dean made
into national winners,” Lange said. “I
was privileged to ride a number of the
very best horses in the country at that
time.”
With several horses personally,
Lange went into the training business
himself. “Although I’d worked with
Dean Smith, it took some time to
establish my own training clientele,”
Lange said. “Horse training became
specialized with reining, cutting, halter
and pleasure; not much owner interest
in horses with all-around abilities.”
It was a boom of sorts for the
startup trainer when breed registries
started recognizing ranch horse
classes. “That’s what I wanted and
trained, horses that could do it all,”
Lange said. “They had to look good,
and have the ability to work in every

JJM Middle Creek Chick was bred
by John and Joanna Murname
(left) and is owned by Marty
Bloomquist (center). Trainer Matt
Lange, shown beside his wife
Heidi, and Bloomquist have won
a number of working ranch horse
awards with the Quarter Horse.

Roosters Special CD, owned by
Marty Bloomquist of Tecumseh
and shown by Matt Lange of Alta
Vista, was eighth in ranch cow
work at the 2021 Versatility Ranch
Horse World Championship.
Heidi and Hudson Lange are also
pictured.
situation with different calibers of
riders.
“Ranch versatility classes are the
best thing that ever happened to the
Quarter Horse association and me
too. That’s where the breed started,
what Dean Smith trained in the

beginning, and now it’s gone back
to all-around using horses,” Lange
added.
Building his own facilities including
an indoor arena personally from
scratch, Lange keeps a couple
handfuls of horses in training.
“There’s a waiting list all the time,
but I usually have about four or five
show horses and that many colts
being started,” Lange said. “Dean
emphasized that it was important not
to take too many horses because
there isn’t time to do them all justice.”
Demanded to conduct
horsemanship clinics throughout
the Midwest, Lange keeps that to a
minimum as well. “They need to be in
the fall and winter when people aren’t
so busy,” Lange said. “I don’t have
any students or haul any amateurs
like some trainers do.
“However, I do work closely with
owners of horses so they can show
them too,” Lange continued. “I show
the horses in open competition and
their owners also show in the novice
classes.”
While working for a number of
owners, Lange acknowledged that
Marty Bloomquist of Tecumseh
has owned several outstanding
horses. “A buckskin mare names
JJM Middlecreek Chic won several
titles for both Marty and me. Chic is
one of the best horses I’ve had the
opportunity to show,” Lange credited.
Standing a stallion for public and
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Matt Lange of Alta Vista is mounted on Bythewayimhere competing in cutting horse competition.
personal breeding service, Lange has
done well with training, exhibiting and
merchandizing home raised horses.
“It gives special satisfaction to ride a
top horse that comes from one’s own
breeding program,” Lange said.
Behind every successful man, or
cowboy for that matter, is one good
woman, the horseman would have to
admit. “My wife Heidi is an essential

part of this business,” Lange insisted.
“Heidi keeps us going, gets the
entries in, and makes sure all of the
horses and details are in place. She’s
a talented horseback rider and show
exhibitor, too. I couldn’t do any of this
without Heidi.”
Following in the boot steps of his
parents, Hudson Lange, who is just
turning 10 years old, is already an
accomplished horseman. “Hudson
is good help around the barn and is
doing quite well riding and showing
successfully,” Dad acknowledged.
Demanded to do day work
gathering and shipping cattle for
area ranchers Lange said, “It proves
my horses. Being in the pasture
before sunrise adds to my workload,
but is an added enjoyment to my
profession.”

The family also has a beef cow
herd as well as meat goat production
selling a number of youth show
projects.
Looking down the trail, Lange said,
“Dean Smith was a true horseman.
He had a certain inborn knack to train
horses, keep working on details until
a horse performed to its ability.
“Dean Smith is my mentor, and
I hope to come close to his vast
successes with horses. I intend to
keep doing my best. Training and
showing horses to their abilities
for my customers who are my best
friends,” Matt Lange assured.
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Right Plant;
Right Place

Landscaping can be a valuable
asset to any farm or ranch. In a
previous edition, we talked about
the benefits of starting a wind break
early as well as making sure you
plant trees in places compatible
with their moisture needs. Another
consideration is making sure the tree
is not labor intensive, invasive nor
having the potential to damage your
property. Here are just some of the
trees to potentially avoid.
Oak Trees – Oak trees produce
acorns that while beneficial for some
wildlife, many are damaging to soil
and make grass hard to grow. And
you want to avoid acorns in your
pasture as they can be harmful to
horses. They are also labor intensive
to pick up. Strong and beautiful trees
but need to be planted where the
acorns can be best managed.
Silver Maple and Mulberry – tend to
have a shallow root system that does
not withstand wind and snow very
well. While they grow fast and are
pretty, you don’t want to plant close
to barns, the house or fence lines.
Also not recommended for pastures.
Mulberry’s attract lots of birds but the
fruit can be very messy.
Cottonwood – grow very rapidly
and just about anywhere. They
disburse fluffy seeds in the spring
that float for miles and can make the
Cottonwood very invasive if you let
the seedlings take hold. The wood is
also very weak and they are prone to
limbs always breaking. Do not plant
around buildings and fence lines.
Bradford Pear – The Bradford
Pear became very popular as a
landscaping tree due to the pretty
spring flowers and natural shape but
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it is now considered a very invasive
species not recommended anywhere.
The branches are very weak and
break easily and the seedlings take
over impeding the native plants.
Sweet Gum – another fast-growing
tree that became popular as a shade
tree but it is not good around horses
or livestock. The seed pods are very
spiky and painful if you step on one.
They are challenging to clean up
and unlike other seed pods such as
acorns, are not attractive to wildlife.
Male or Female Tree – There can
be big differences between male and
female trees so do some research
first to make sure you are getting
what you truly want.
Landscaping and trees can
certainly add value to your ranch, and
we all love a good shade tree. Fall
is a great time to plant and there are
often good sales towards the end of
the season. But make sure what you
buy is going to work for your farm,
home, horses and livestock. Some
trees are invasive to the native plants;
others have invasive root systems
and can wreak havoc on foundations
and septic systems. It is all about the
Right Plant in the Right Place!
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